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INTRODUCTION 

Global warming means that that the average temperature of the earth is increasing. The increase that is 
ongoing at the moment is especially discussed and it is likely that human is the reason for the rapid 
increase of temperature. Humans have accelerated the process by large emissions, mainly from carbon 
dioxide, but also from other greenhouse gases that amplifies the natural greenhouse effect. The global 
average temperature has increased with an average of 0.74 degrees Celsius during the last 100 years. 
The main part of the warming is likely caused by an increased amount of greenhouse gases in the 
atmosphere. (Naturvårdsverket, 2007) 

The water level in the oceans has risen. This can partly be explained by warming of the existing water in 
the oceans. Another reason is melting of glaciers, which raises the sea level. Extreme weather events are 
both rarer and more common. An example of this is a decreased number of cold winter nights and an 
increased number of hot summer days, which is likely a result of the increased greenhouse effect. Also, 
the number of tropical cyclones has increased, especially over the Atlantic Ocean. An increased amount 
of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases in the atmosphere will lead to a continued global 
warming. Continued emission of greenhouse gases will likely lead to a global warming in the 21st century 
that is even faster than the one we have experienced during the 20th century. (Naturvårdsverket, 2007) 

By exchanging fossil fuels to environmental friendly energy sources, emission of greenhouse gases can 
be reduced. Environmental friendly sources are solar energy, hydro power, wave energy, bio fuel and 
wind power.  

POWER PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 

A durable energy producing system is an important matter today. Politicians all over the world are 
influencing the energy market to become more environmental friendly, by making decisions that is 
setting the power production from renewable energy sources in the right direction. In Sweden, the 
market is mainly affected by decisions made in Sweden and EU, but also by international agreements. 
(Energimyndigheten, 2008) 

The use of different types of energy is important for our modern society to be well functioning. Heat, 
fuel and electricity are used daily. There are three main areas where energy is consumed, industries, 
buildings and transportation. This chapter includes facts regarding energy production and consumption, 
both in Sweden and globally. It also describes environmental friendly energy sources e.g. wind power. 
(Energimyndigheten, 2008) 
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Production and consumption of electric power must be kept at the same level. Naturally, the consumed 
amount of electrical power must be equal to the produced amount in order to achieve balance. Figure 1 
shows the use of energy in Sweden 1970-2007. (Energimyndigheten, 2008) 

 

 

FIGURE 1: ENERGY CONSUMPTION IN SWEDEN 1970-2007. OBSERVE THAT IT IS STEPS OF FIVE YEARS BUT NOT 
BETWEEN 2005 AND 2007. (ENERGIMYNDIGHETEN, 2008) 

 

The energy demand in Sweden increased with 7.7% between 1970 and 2007, but the energy supply 
increased with 36.5% during this period. The reason for this dramatic difference is the changing of 
energy sources. Private households together with the commercial sector and industries have gone from 
being large consumers of oil to use electricity and district heating for heating up buildings. The losses are 
larger when electric energy is used, compared to use of oil, which is the reason why the supply has 
increased about five times more than the demand between 1970 and 2007. (Energimyndigheten, 2008) 
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FIGURE 2: TOTAL WORLD PRIMARY ENERGY SUPPLY DIVIDED INTO DIFFERENT SOURCES.     
(ENERGIMYNDIGHETEN, 2008) 

The energy supply in the world from different sources 1990-2006 is shown in Figure 2. The total supply 
increased with almost 34% from 1990 to 2006. The dominating energy source during this period was oil, 
followed by coal and coke. In 2007, the demand of energy, biomass excluded, increased with 2.4% 
globally. The growth rate has followed a similar pattern the last ten years. Considering the increased 
energy demand, China is responsible for more 50% of its total, while the rest of Asia corresponds to 17% 
of the increase. North America corresponds to 17% of the increased energy demand while EU decreased 
the total energy use by 2.2%. A high price level of fossil fuel influenced the increased production of bio 
fuel. Estimation by International Energy Agency, IEA showed that the production of bio fuel in 2007 
corresponds to one million oil drums every day. (Energimyndigheten, 2008) 
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ELECTRICITY BUSINESS 

The production of electricity in Sweden 2007 is shown in Figure 3. The main energy sources are 
hydropower and nuclear power, both corresponding to 45% each of the total production. Electric energy 
production from wind power constitutes of 1% of the market, which corresponds to 1.4 TWh. Remaining 
types of production are combined heat and power, industrial backpressure power and cold condensing 
power. Figure 4 shows the electric energy production in Sweden 1970-2007. It can be seen in the figure 
that the production has more than doubled between 1970 and 1985 and its highest peak was in 2001. 
Between 1970 and 1985, the electricity production increased a lot as a result of the increasing demand. 
Thereafter the level has been more stable. Since 1985, nuclear power has produced about the same 
amount of electricity as hydropower. (Energimyndigheten, 2008) 

 

FIGURE 3: ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION IN SWEDEN 2007, DIVIDED INTO DIFFERENT SOURCES. 
(ENERGIMYNDIGHETEN, 2008) 
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FIGURE 4: SWEDISH ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION 1970-2007. (ENERGIMYNDIGHETEN, 2008) 

Sweden consumed in 2007 a total amount of 146.2 TWh. The population uses about 16 500 kWh 
electricity every year per person. By this, the Swedes are one of the top consumers of electricity in the 
world. This can be explained by many industries, cold climate, high level of buildings heated by electricity 
and a historic low electricity price. (Energimyndigheten, 2008) 

There have been changes in the electricity business in recent years from national monopolies towards 
international businesses without monopolies, especially in the Nordic countries and EU. In the Nordic 
countries, a Nordic stock market handles the trade of electricity. All Nordic countries except Iceland uses 
this market, Nord Pool. The price of electricity in the Nordic countries is mainly set based on water flow 
in Norway and Sweden and nuclear power plant operations in Sweden and Finland. The rest of the world 
affects the price level considering the international price of fossil fuels and management control 
measure. (Energimyndigheten, 2008)  
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FIGURE 5: WORLDS TOTAL ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION 1990-2005. (ENERGIMYNDIGHETEN, 2008) 

The electric energy production in the world 1990-2005 is visualized in Figure 5. Most of the electricity 
production remains from coal and coke, followed by natural gas. Hydropower and nuclear power have 
about the same production amount as natural gas. Oil and other types of energy sources are small parts 
of the electricity production. Comparing Figure 2 and Figure 5, it can be seen that energy extraction from 
oil is common, but only a small part of it is used for production of electricity. The use of electricity in 
different parts of the world is shown in Figure 6, where North America is the main user of electricity and 
Africa uses the smallest part of the total electricity. (Energimyndigheten, 2008) 

 

 

FIGURE 6: WORLD ELECTRICITY USE DEPENDING ON REGIONS. (ENERGIMYNDIGHETEN, 2008) 
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RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES 

The total share of renewable energy in Sweden is shown in Figure 7. In 1990, the total share of 
renewable energy was 33.9% and since then it has increased continually. In 2007, the renewal energy 
share reached 43.9%. According to the goal stated by EU, Sweden should have a total share of renewable 
energy sources of 49% in 2020. The use of electrical energy in Sweden is in general more environmental 
friendly than the use of energy for transports and heating, since almost half of the electricity production 
derives from hydropower. The transportation sector uses a very low share of renewable sources. By 
improving this sector with e.g. hybrid vehicles and plug-ins it could make a big difference to the 
environment. Sweden is the country in EU with the highest shares of renewable energy sources in 
comparison to power supply; it is one of the top four increasing its share the most during 2000-2005. 
(Energimyndigheten, 2008) 

 

FIGURE 7: RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES IN SWEDEN. (ENERGIMYNDIGHETEN, 2008) 

Even though renewable energy sources contribute the electricity production in Sweden, there are large 
possibilities to improve it even more. Wind power produced electricity keeps expanding in order to 
attain directives made in Sweden and EU to achieve a durable power system. (Energimyndigheten, 2008) 
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FIGURE 8: RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES IN THE WORLD. (ENERGIMYNDIGHETEN, 2008) 

Total used energy in the world 2005 consisted of almost 13% renewable energy sources. This quantity 
has varied within the level of 12-13% in 1990-2005, shown in Figure 8. In Africa about half of the used 
energy is renewable, in Asia about one third, in Latin America about one fifth, in Russia less than 2% and 
in the Middle East it is less than 0.5%. (Energimyndigheten, 2008) 

 

FIGURE 9: WIND POWER PLANTS IN SWEDEN, NUMBER OF THEM, CAPACITY AND POWER PRODUCTION. 
(ENERGIMYNDIGHETEN, 2008) 

Electricity produced by wind power is strongly increasing all over the world. Figure 9 shows the 
expansion of wind power produced electricity in Sweden. Total amount of wind power plants, total 
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installed capacity and energy production every year from 1982-2007 is also shown in the figure. The 
graph corresponding to capacity does not show newly installed, but total capacity. Since the wind speed 
is changing rapidly and it is not rated wind speed all the time, the actual energy production is shown in a 
separate plot. The y-axle has different meanings depending on the plots. For installed capacity, it is 
power [MW], for power production it is energy [GWh] and for installed wind power plants, it is the 
number of power plants. Since 1993, the wind power industry has expanded widely. The largest growth 
of expansion and production was in 2006-2007. In order for Sweden to reach the government proposal 
of 30 TWh until 2020, the expansion of wind power must increase even more. (Energimyndigheten, 
2008) 

 

FIGURE 10: INSTALLED CAPACITY OF WIND POWER IN THE WORLD. 

Figure 10 shows total installed capacity of wind power in the world 1995-2008. It has increased since 
1995, but mostly since 2004. In 2008 it reached a capacity of almost 125 000 MW. 

WIND POWER GOALS IN SWEDEN AND WITHIN EU 

The Swedish government made a proposal 2002, a goal solely for wind power of 10 TWh until 2015 was 
proposed. In 2007, the Energy authority proposed a new goal for wind power. The proposal was that 30 
TWh of the energy production shall be produced by wind power in 2020, 10 TWh sea based and 20 TWh 
land based. (GothiaVind - Vindkraft) 

Today, wind power plants produce about 1.4 TWh of the Swedish electricity, but the potential of an 
increased production is large. The goal provides a hint of the possibility of increasing power production 
from wind power plants. The actual expansion will probably be less than the proposed goal.   
(GothiaVind - Vindkraft)  

A system, which promotes expansion of wind power plants in Sweden, is the system regarding electrical 
certificates. By this system, renewable energy producers receive an electrical certificate for every 
produced MWh electricity. In order for electrical certificates to be coveted, it is obligated for electricity 
suppliers and some electricity users to buy a certain amount of electrical certificates in relation to their 
electricity supply/use. By selling electrical certificates, the producers receive extra revenue besides 
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incomes from electricity sale, which creates better economical conditions for an environmental friendly 
electricity production. 

 

 

FIGURE 11: WIND POWER PLANTS ON NÄSUDDEN, SWEDEN. 

There are proposals considering renewable energy production within EU as well. The wish is that 20% of 
energy production should be renewable in 2020. In EU today, 3.7% of the power production comes from 
wind power, and the goal to reach is 12-14% in 2020. (GothiaVind - Vindkraft) 

China is the second largest energy user in the world. It has an installed wind capacity of 12 GW and aims 
to increase the capacity to 20 GW next year. In spring 2009, China renewed a wind power goal, set 18 
months previously, of 30 GW to 100 GW installed wind power in 2020. Achieving this goal will involve a 
capacity eight times higher than in 2008. (Rujun Shen, 2009) 

In the U.S. the goal is to reach 20 % produced electricity by wind power in 2030. This should be 
equivalent to 300 GW installed capacity. (U.S Department of Energy) 
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CONSTRUCTION 

There are many possibilities when designing a wind power plant i.e. if it should have vertical or 
horizontal axle, be located at land or sea, what kind of generator and control systems it should consist of. 
Figure 12 shows the different options. 

 

 

FIGURE 12: POSSIBILITIES OF COMPONENTS IN A WIND POWER PLANT. 

 

Wind power plants create electrical energy from the kinetic energy in the wind. A wind power plant 
operates according to following principle: 

1. The motion of the wind puts the turbine in motion. 
2. A torque is created on the axis connected to the generator. 
3. The generator transforms mechanical energy into electrical energy.  

A wind power plant consists of a number of components, shown in Figure 13.  The main components are 
foundation, tower, wind turbine and nacelle. The foundation gives stability to the plant construction. The 
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tower is often created by steel and has the shape of a cone. Some fabricates has concrete as an 
alternative material for the tower. The nacelle contains gearbox, generator and electrical equipment, 
and it turns towards the wind direction.  There are several ways to design a wind power plant. Size of 
tower and rotor blades varies between different models and the electrical system can appear differently. 
(Wizelius, 2002) 

 

 

FIGURE 13: CONSTRUCTION OF A WIND POWER PLANT. 
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There are mainly two types of wind power plants, vertical axis wind turbines, VAWT and horizontal axis 
wind turbines, HAWT. The HAWT is the most commonly occurring type in Swedish landscapes. The 
turbine is constructed on a high tower, shown in Figure 14. This type is called HAWT since the axis 
between generator and turbine is horizontal to the ground. The HAWT dominates the wind power 
market today. (Wizelius, 2002) 

 

 

FIGURE 14: HORIZONTAL AXIS WIND TURBINE, HAWT. 

VAWT exists in a smaller scale than HAWT and one model is shown in Figure 15. There are some 
advantages of these types of plants. The nacelle containing generator and gearbox can be placed on the 
ground, which makes it easier to maintain, compared to HAWT. Despite this, these kinds of plants are 
not developed well enough for the commercial market today, which is why only HAWT will be discussed 
continuously. (Wizelius, 2002) 

 

FIGURE 15: VERTICAL AXIS WIND TURBINE, VAWT. 
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The rotor, also called turbine, consists of rotor blades and hub. Denmark is one of the leading countries 
in Europe in wind power and most of the wind power plants in Sweden are constructed after Danish 
design with three blades. This construction is the most common one, but other types have been tested in 
the past. The advantages of having less blades than three, two or one, is decreased material cost and 
weight. (Sidén, 2009) 

Figure 16 present three types of wind power plants. When a two bladed wind power plant is not in 
operation it looks like a cross, which people does not find appealing. The wind power market aims to get 
people positive to the plants by trying to simplify the process of permissions, in order to expand the 
business. Three bladed plants appear more harmonic than two bladed plants in operation, since they are 
quieter and more aesthetical appealing. The efficiency is comparable among them, but three bladed 
wind power plants are more popular because of the appearance.  

 

FIGURE 16: THREE TYPES OF HAWTS, SITUATED ON NÄSUDDEN, SWEDEN. 
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HISTORY 

Kinetic energy in wind power has been taken care of differently during history. Boats have been sailing 
over the world seas and grains have been grinded by windmills, to mention a few examples. Methods to 
produce electric energy from wind power have been used since the end of the 19th century, with an 
extensive development from small windmills to large wind farms. 

ENERGY HISTORY WITH FOCUS ON WIND POWER 

Examples of different methods to extract energy in a lead period of more than hundred thousand years 
are shown in Figure 17. It begins with fire, animal muscles, sails, windmills and ends with modern wind 
power plants existing today.  

 

FIGURE 17: DIFFERENT ENERGY SOURCES THROUGH TIME: FIRE, ANIMALS, SAILS, WINDMILLS AND WIND POWER 
PLANTS. 

More than hundred thousand years ago, fire was used as the first energy source. It was, and still is, 
renewable since it came from bio energy. Although new energy sources came to existence, bio energy 
still was the most important energy source until the middle of the 20th century. Next step in the history 
of energy was animals with their muscle powers, used to simplify transports and work. Animals are still 
used in that purpose in many places of the world. (Sidén, 2009) 

Wind power has been used differently in thousands of years. Small boats started to use helping sails to 
make longer transports easier e.g. along coasts or in rivers. Larger sails were developed and new 
opportunities opened up such as sailing around the world. (20th Century Developments, 2002) 

Windmills became popular after the first millennium and were mostly spread in Asia and Europe. There 
are windmills with vertical- or horizontal axles. The vertical ailed windmill was invented in Persia during 
the second half of the first millennium A.D. In Europe, windmills with horizontal axle were built during 
the 12th century. They were often used to grind seed or to pump water. (20th Century Developments, 
2002) 
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FIGURE 18: WINDMILL FROM ÖLAND, SWEDEN. 

Windmills came to Sweden in the 14th century and spread over the country. On Öland, there were about 
2000 windmills in the 19th century, examples are shown in Figure 18. In Figure 19, a horizontal axle 
windmill from the south of Sweden is shown. It is located in Särdal, Halland and has six floors and four 
grinding stones. This is one of the largest windmills in Europe. Before the steam engines invention, 
hydropower and wind power was roughly equally used to drive machines. (Sidén, 2009) (Särdals kvarn) 

 

 

FIGURE 19: WINDMILL LOCATED IN SÄRDAL, SWEDEN. 
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During the 18th century, the steam engine was invented. It transforms heat to kinetic energy, which 
results in faster transports and paves way for the industrial revolutions advance. Development made the 
advantages of steam power ahead of wind turbines and water wheels. When the steam engine became 
small and movable, the steam lokomobile was developed and it simplified work for agriculture and 
forestry, since horses was required to a less extent and sawmills could be placed even where 
hydropower did not exist. (20th Century Developments, 2002) 

WATER PUMPING WINDMILLS IN THE PRAIRIE IN USA 

An important part of history, particularly in USA, was the origin of water pumping windmills that made 
the prairie inhabitable. The windmills usually consisted of a high post with a wind turbine attached on 
top, which drove a pump in a drilled cylinder in the ground. The location was close to the farm, partially 
because of being near the water, but also to have the wind wheel under supervision, not to break during 
heavy storms. Later, during 1854, when Daniel Halladay, developed windmills with automatic power 
regulation and four rotor blades letting some wind to pass by. These kinds of windmills could be used 
e.g. under heavier weather and therefore pump the water further away from the house. This made it 
possible to increase territory and cattle. The water pumping windmills popularity increased drastically 
and in the end of the 19th century, there were 77 companies selling them in different types and size. 
(Wizelius, 2002) (Association, 2003) 

In the 19th century, water pumping windmills contributed to the expansion of railways since the trains 
needed to fill up the water reservoirs during the trip, to provide for the steam locomotives. (Wizelius, 
2002) 

WINDMILLS GENERATING ELECTRICITY 

The invention of steam engines resulted in less interest in windmills. To re-establish the interest, new 
areas of use had to be found. Two important pioneers within wind energy are the American Charles F. 
Brush and the Dane Poul la Cour, who developed electrical windmills in the end of the 19th century. 
Brush built the first automatically functional electric generating windmill in the world, during the winter 
1887-1888 in Ohio. The windmill charged the batteries in his farm and was in operation for 20 years. Poul 
la Cour was a pioneer in modern aerodynamics and to perform experiments within the area, he built a 
wind tunnel. He worked as a teacher and was worried about energy storage. This resulted in 
construction of a windmill that generated electricity to produce hydrogen to the school’s lamps. In the 
1910s, hundreds of windmills operated in Denmark because of Poul la Cour. In other parts of Europe 
wind power plants were developed, but only until the 1960s when oil conquered the market. After the 
oil crisis in 1973, development of wind power re-established again. (20th Century Developments, 2002) 
(Association, 2003)  

In the 1930s, windmills generating electricity in order to charge batteries became popular. In the cities, 
there were small distribution grids, but the demand for electricity in rural areas was not high until the 
breakthrough of domestic appliances and the transition from crystal receiver to radios with vacuum 
tubes. Farmers demanded more electricity and the production moved to the countryside. Windmills, 
usually called wind chargers, which charged batteries was a solution. This new windmill construction was 
inspired of the aircraft technology, with two or four rotors blades conformed after knowledge within the 
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aerodynamics and similar to the propellers of aircrafts. They worked principally like a converted aircraft 
propeller. Many years later, when the rural areas were connected to the transmission grid, the wind 
chargers were not used frequently anymore. (Wizelius, 2002) 

HISTORY OF WIND POWER PLANTS 

Windmills generating electricity has existed since the end of the 19th century, but it is not until recently 
wind power plants have penetrated the electricity market. The power plants have varied in size, 
construction and capacity through time. Figure 20 visualize sizes of wind power plants different years, 
compared to buildings as Leaning tower in Pisa, Turning Torso in Malmö, Sweden and the Eiffel Tower in 
Paris, France. The question mark represents wind power plants under development. Today, newly 
installed large wind power plants usually have a rated power in the range 2-3 MW. (Boverket, 2009) 

 

FIGURE 20: SIZES OF WIND POWER PLANTS COMPARED TO FAMOUS BUILDINGS. 
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Figure 21 presents an overview of development of wind power plants, starting with simple windmills 
grinding seed or driving machines and developing to water pumping windmills often located in the 
prairie. Later on windmills generates electricity and wind power plants and parks are constructed. 
Following text will describe important occasions in the history of wind power plants. 

 

FIGURE 21: DEVELOPMENT OF WIND POWER PLANTS. 

1888 - Brush builds the first automatically working electric generating windmill in the world, during the 
winter 1887-1888 in Ohio. It is in operation for 20 years, charging the batteries of his mansion. Its rated 
value is 12 kW, it consists of 144 rotor blades with a diameter of 17 m and it is possible to turn it 
considering wind direction. (20th Century Developments, 2002) 

1891 - The Dane Poul la Cour develops the first windmill generating electricity with consideration to 
aerodynamic design principles. That involves a construction with four rotor blades designed after aircraft 
wings and with a rated value of 25 kW. (20th Century Developments, 2002) 

1908 - Denmark has 72 wind power plants each producing 10-20 kW (Wizelius, 2002) 

1931 - A large wind power plant with a 100 kW Balaclava generator is installed in Russia close to the 
Caspian Sea. It operates for two years and produces 200 000 kWh. (20th Century Developments, 2002) 

1930-1940, USA - Energy needs increases among farmers in USA, because of a growing agriculture. The 
great depression in the end of the 1920s hits many countries hard, especially USA. This leads to an 
expanding of the power grid by the government, in order to supply energy for the increased demand and 
to stimulate the depressed economy. This leads to the possibility of a continued development of wind 
power plants. (20th Century Developments, 2002) 

1935-1970 - Many countries, e.g. Germany, Denmark, USA, France and Great Britain, performs 
researches about large-scale wind power. They agree that it should work, but none of them succeed with 
practical experiments. (20th Century Developments, 2002) 

1941 - The largest wind power plant ever for its time, a 1.25 MW Smith-Putnam, is installed in Vermont 
1941. It is of a horizontal axis kind, two-bladed with a diameter of 53 m and a pitch control to maintain a 
generation of 28 rpm. In 1945, one of the rotor blades breaks, probably due to exhausted material. (20th 
Century Developments, 2002) 
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After World War II - The European development of wind power technology is once again on the market 
as the price of fossil fuel increased. At this time, the development focuses on to be able to connect the 
wind power plants to the power grid. (20th Century Developments, 2002) 

1957 - The Danes develop a wind power plant, called “the Gedser Mill” connected to the grid, which 
operates until 1967. It is smaller than the one in Vermont, with a rated value of 200 kW and three fixed 
rotor blades with a diameter of 24 m. The plant is equipped with a technology with reinforcement 
between the rotor blades. (20th Century Developments, 2002) 

1957-1968 - Ulrich Hutter from Germany is a pioneer within wind power technology. He develops many 
advanced horizontal axle windmills with blades of fibreglass and plastic. He uses variable pitch and 
allows the rotor to teeter in order to obtain a better durability. His construction results in high efficiency 
because of the light construction and variable pitch. (20th Century Developments, 2002) 

1970s - The two previous examples cause big attention in the 1970s. The Gedser Mill is improved and the 
U.S. designers later use the German machines where the rotor hub could teeter. (20th Century 
Developments, 2002) In the end of the 1970s, the interest for wind power technology increases again, 
considering high prices of fossil fuel and recently occurring accidents in nuclear power plants. (Wizelius, 
2002) 

1979-1983 - Development and research about wind power is in progress. Näsudden, in the south of 
Gotland, Sweden has good wind conditions, which leads to construction of wind power plant prototypes. 
“Näsudden I”, a wind power plant with enormous dimensions at its time has a maximum power of 2 
MW.  It has a rotor diameter of 75 m and a tower height of 77 m, and is taken into operation in 1982. 
(Vattenfall, 2008) 

1997-2008 - Project Lillgrund, the first Swedish sea based wind power park carries out. Several of years 
passes before the construction of Lillgrund starts, since many permissions are required. In March 2006 – 
December 2007, the park is under construction and the opening takes place in June 2008. At this time, 
Lillgrund is the third largest wind power park in the world. Lillgrund generates electricity equivalent the 
consumption of 60 000 households yearly. (Vattenfall, 2009) 

2002 - The Swedish government proposes a goal of producing 10 TWh within production of renewable 
energy in 2010 and 10 TWh within production of wind power in 2015. (GothiaVind - Vindkraft) 

2003 - The electrical certificate is introduced in Sweden to stimulate usage of renewable energy sources. 
Energy sources that receives the certificate are wind power, some hydro power, wave energy, sun 
energy, burning of peat in combined power and heating and some bio fuel. (Boverket, 2009) 

2006 - More than 93000 wind power plants are installed in the world. (Boverket, 2009) 

2007 - The Swedish government proposes a new goal of 30 TWh wind power in 2020 with 10 TWh wind 
power plants located at sea and 20 TWh wind power plants located on land. (GothiaVind - Vindkraft) 
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FIGURE 22: A PART OF THE WIND POWER PLANT AREA NÄSUDDEN, SEPTEMBER 2009. 

2008 - The wind power plant “Näsudden II” is demolished after operation during 14 years. At this time, 
the wind power plant has generated the most electricity (61.4 GWh) during its lifetime, in the world. A 
photo of the location Näsudden is shown in Figure 22. (Vattenfall, 2008) 
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WIND 

Wind is a renewable energy source and desirable for energy production. The kinetic power in the wind is 
absorbed by the wind turbine and turned into electrical power by the generator in the power plant. The 
maximum amount of power that can be produced by one power plant can be calculated by Betz law, 
explained later in this chapter. Besides having knowledge about the technical parts of a power plant, it is 
also of importance to considerate the wind conditions at the location when a wind power plant is 
constructed. 

 

WIND ENERGY 

The sun is the source to life on Earth and the source to wind energy. The sun is heating up the Earth and 
the air around it differently depending on location. For example, the area around the equator is exposed 
to a large amount of heating energy from the sun. Basically, nature aims to become in the state of 
equilibrium, which is why air masses with different temperature and pressure are moving relative each 
other. When the sun heats the air mass differently around the world, the air masses are moving in order 
to achieve balance. This is what happens when the wind is blowing. This kinetic energy is a renewable 
source that can be taken care of in many ways e.g. with wind power plants. (Sidén, 2009) 

WIND POWER 

Betz law gives maximum theoretical power that can be absorbed from the wind and transformed into 
electrical power. The actual power from the generator is lower, since losses occur in the transformation 
between mechanical and electrical energy. Losses arise in bearings, gearbox, generator and converter. 
The most effective wind power plants today have an efficiency of near 50%. The development of wind 
power today focuses on e.g. producing wind power plants that are cheaper, uses less material, operates 
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more reliable, are quieter, are more aesthetic appealing, easier to transport and to put together. (Sidén, 
2009) 

The rated power of the wind power plant, Pn, is generated at rated wind speed vn. The power plant is 
designed to produce its maximum amount of power at this speed. The most common value of vn is in the 
range between 12-15 m/s. The value is decided by the manufacturer, and the choice is done based on 
economical factors. At wind speeds higher than the rated speed, power limitation is necessary, since the 
power plant is incapable of generating powers higher than Pn. The main reason for not designing wind 
power plants for higher wind speeds is that the wind seldom is that strong. It is simply not profitable to 
design the electric system and shaft for wind speeds higher than 12-15 m/s. At the wind speed, vstop, 
which usually is around 25 m/s, the turbine is stopped. Even if the wind is very strong, the forces of the 
plant are less when the power plant is stopped.  The plant is designed to manage wind speed stronger 
than wind speed of a hurricane, up to 70 m/s. (Wizelius, 2002) 
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BETZ LAW 

When the wind passes the turbine, its speed will be reduced. After the wind has passed the turbine, it 
has less energy and lower speed than before the passage, which can be seen in Figure 23. The effective 
rotor area A of the turbine corresponds to the dotted circle in the figure. The wind power plant cannot 
absorb all kinetic energy in the wind, since it would be entirely calm behind the turbine if this was 
possible. It can be shown that the best exchange is when wind speed is one third after passing the wind 
turbine, compared to what it was before. (Carlson, 2002)  

 

FIGURE 23: THE MASS FLOW RATE THROUGH THE TURBINE. 

 [W]     (  

= mass flow rate of the air [kg/s], v1 = Wind speed before the turbine [m/s], v2 = Wind speed after the 
passage [m/s]. 

Equation 2 shows an expression for mass flow rate of the air. 

 [kg/s]     (  

ρ = density of the air [kg/m3], A = area of the rotor blades =  [m2], v = wind speed at surface A [m/s] 

Gathered power by the wind turbine is described in equation 3: 

 [W]     (  
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F is the braking force from the rotor, which decreases the wind speed from v1 to v2. The braking force is 
given by equation 4: 

 [N]     (  

Equation (4) added to equation (3) results in: 

 [W]      

Equation (1) added to equation (5) results in:  

 [W]    (  

Division of  and extension with the complex conjugate ( ) gives equation 7: 

 [m/s]     (  

Adding equation (7) in equation (2) results in:  

 [kg/s]     (  

Adding equation (8) in equation (1) results in: 

  [W]    (  

Equation 10 gives a simplified expression of Pturbine: 

 [W]    (  

A derivation of equation 10, with respect to , results in a maximum when . At this ratio, the 

turbine assimilates the optimal amount of kinetic power from the wind. One third of the wind energy 
passes the turbine without contributing to energy production. The maximum amount of power that can 
be absorbed by the turbine is given by equation 11. 

 [W]    (  

Equation 11 is the theoretical expression, which corresponds to a ideal wind turbine where no losses are 
taken into account. The efficiency of the turbine is assumed to be 100%. (Carlson, 2002) 
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Analysis of P gives: 

1. Wind power is proportional to the density of the air. Since the density is lower at high altitudes, 
the wind energy will be lower in places like mountains and similar places. The air density is also 
lower at high temperature. (Carlson, 2002) 
 

2. Wind energy is proportional to swept rotor area. Large rotor area results in more energy. 
(Carlson, 2002) 
 

3. Wind energy is proportional to vwind
3. Because of this, it is important to choose a suitable place 

for the power plant. (Carlson, 2002) 

Summary 

The power from a wind power plant is calculated according to the following formula: 

 

Where: 

P = Wind power [W] 

ρ = Density of air [kg/m3] 

A = Wrapped rotor area [m2] 

v = Undisturbed wind speed [m/s] 

cp = Efficiency coefficient= η, where η = the efficiency of the turbine. Cp is usually between 0.4 – 0.5.  

 

Data from Chalmers wind power plant on Hönö 

Turbine diameter 13.5 m 

Hub height 18 m 

TABLE 1: DATA FOR CHALMERS WIND POWER PLANT ON HÖNÖ. 

Figure 24 shows the theoretical wind power curve and a curve measured from Chalmers wind power 
plant on Hönö, and data for it can be seen in Table 1. The theoretical curve increases with increased 
wind speed. The curve with measured values increases proportional to the wind speed, but when the 
rated wind speed is reached, the curve is held at a constant value. At this point, the turbine starts to limit 
the power.  
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FIGURE 24: THEORETICAL AND MEASURED POWER CURVE FROM CHALMERS WIND POWER PLANT ON HÖNÖ, 
SWEDEN. 

When a wind turbine is designed, the tip speed ratio  is an important parameter.  is a measurement 
of how fast the blades rotate compared to the wind speed. 

 

Where: 

λ = Tip speed ratio 
vblade = Tip speed of the blades [m/s] 
vwind = Wind speed [m/s] 
r = Radius of the rotor [m] 
ω = angular velocity [rad/s] 
 
If the wind turbine rotates too slowly, most of the wind will pass the rotor without hitting the blades. On 
the other hand, if the rotor speed is too fast, the wind will have a hard time passing the rotor, since the 
rotating blades will act like a wall against the wind. Because of this, the wind turbine is designed 
according to an optimal value of the tip speed ratio, to extract a maximum amount of energy. 
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FIGURE 25: OVERWIEV OF DIFFERENT TURBINES AND THEIR APPROXIMATELY EFFICIENCY COEFFICIENT VERSUS TIP 
SPEED RATIO. 

The optimal tip speed ratio depends on the number of blades of the wind turbine. The fewer blades, the 
faster must the turbine rotate in order to extract as much energy as possible. The efficiency of turbines 
with two blades is about the same as the efficiency of a turbine with three. Efficiency coefficients for 
different kinds of windmills are shown in Figure 25. Table 2 shows approximate optimal tip speed at 
different rotor blades. (Tip speed ratio, 2009) 

The number of rotor blades Approximately optimal tip speed ratio 

2 6-9 

3 5 

4 3 

TABLE 2: APPROXIMATE OPTIMAL TIP SPEED RATIO AT DIFFERENT NUMBERS OF ROTOR BLADES. 
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PLACEMENT OF WIND POWER PLANTS 

There are a number of factors that must be taken into consideration when the placement for a wind 
power plant is established. For example, the size of the power plant must be determined with respect to 
the height and rotor diameter. Since more energy to extract is available on heights, which can be seen in 
Figure 26, high towers are appropriate. Even more energy can be extracted when the rotor diameter is 
large. Nowadays, generators are well developed and must be provided with a large amount of wind 
energy in order to fully use their capacity. (Carlson, 2002) 

 

FIGURE 26: HUB HEIGHT VERSUS WIND SPEED. 

Wind speed at the hub height often higher than wind speed at the anemometer. Usually the 
anemometer is at a height of 10 m. In comparison, the hub height usually is between 30-90 m. A model 
for estimating the wind speed at different hub heights with data from the anemometer, is given in 
following relation: 

 

Where: 

 [m/s] 

[m/s] 

 [m] 

 [m] 
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Wind power plants should not be placed too close to each other, since the wind that passes the turbine 
must recover after the passage. A certain distance is necessary for the wind to contain the same amount 
of energy as before passing the turbine. If the distance is too small between two wind power plants, the 
power plant behind the first one will not be met by the same energy, and less energy can be extracted. 
Usually a distance of 7-10 turbine diameters between the plants is used. Figure 27 shows placements of 
plants within a wind farm in Falkenberg. (Carlson, 2002).  
 

 

FIGURE 27: PLACEMENT OF WIND TURBINES WITHIN A WIND FARM IN FALKENBERG, SWEDEN. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF THE POWER GRID 

The power grid is divided into different levels with transmission grid, region grid, distribution grid and 
consumption. The transmission grid has the highest voltage level, in order to lower losses during long 
transportations, and the lines feeding private households have the lowest level. It is important to take 
into consideration possible faults appearing on different locations in the power grid. That is why it is 
constructed differently in the levels in order to keep good reliability and quality of grid and power. Figure 
28 is a map over the Nordic transmission grid. 

 

 

FIGURE 28: THE NORDIC TRANSMISSION GRID. 
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THE SWEDISH POWER GRID THROUGH TIME 

In the end of the 19th century, an expansion of the power grid in the cities started. Later on, the 
expansion reached the countryside as well. In the childhood of electricity, electric power was produced 
for industrial supply only and in some cases for households near the industries. The electricity in the 
households was mainly used for lamps. The first power grids were small and provided by one power 
plant alone. Different power grids had different frequencies, since no standard for electricity generation 
existed. It was not until the 1930s, two larger grids were built with a voltage level at 130 kV. One was 
located in southern Sweden and one in northern Sweden. (Elteknik)(EMC, elkvalitet och elmiljö, 2007)  

When hydropower expanded in Norrland, in the north of Sweden, the voltage level of 130kV was not 
high enough for the power transportation to southern Sweden, where the main consumption was 
located. Since high power losses would be the result of power transportation at this voltage level, it was 
necessary to increase the voltage level. This was done in 1936, when the power grid was reconstructed 
to 220 kV instead of 130 kV. Hydropower continued to expand and in the 1950s, which resulted in a need 
of an even higher voltage level at the transmission grid. In 1952 was Sweden the first country in the 
world to use a 400 kV transmission line. The line went from Harsprånget to Hallsberg, which is a distance 
of 1200 km. Today, 400 kV is the main voltage level in the transmission grid. Still, 220 kV transmission 
lines are often used in Norrland in northern Sweden.(EMC, elkvalitet och elmiljö, 2007) 

 

 

FIGURE 29: OVERHEAD LINES IN NORTHERN NORWAY. 
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STRUCTURE OF THE POWER GRID 

Generally, power grids are constructed with three phases for power transmission. Three phases involves 
three parallel wires, which together forms power lines. One of the reasons for a three-phase system is 
mainly a decreased total cost compared to one phase only. Another advantage with three phases is the 
constant amount of transferred power. In single-phase systems this amount is varying due to AC. As 
earlier mentioned, the transmission grid is divided into sub-grids with lower voltage levels. In order for 
this to be possible, transformers are used between the voltage levels. These are placed in sub-stations, 
where the electricity is redirected and passed on into sub-grids. A sub-station consists mainly of 
conducting rails to connect transformers, transmission lines and other electrical equipment. Every line 
and component is equipped with circuit breakers in order to disconnect the line or electrical component 
during fault or repair. It is very important that the power grid is reliable, since a power interruption or a 
breakdown in the power grid is a serious problem. The reliability is about 99.99%. Faults do occur 
sometimes in the grid, but these are often discovered by advanced protection and the component 
exposed to the fault can often be disconnected without causing interruptions. (Elteknik) 

POWER TRANSMISSION WITH DIFFERENT VOLTAGE LEVELS 

The reason of the different voltage levels in the grid is the ambition of reaching optimal transmission of 
the power. The power transfers at high voltage and low current or low voltage and high current. The 
balance is determined by high resistance losses and/or high costs on sub-stations and circuit breakers. A 
high voltage level is used at long transports, which results in thinner wires, as the current is low. In this 
case the power losses are low but instead the electrical equipment is more expensive due to the high 
voltage. When a low voltage level is used, as in cases of short transports, the lines are thicker since they 
are exposed to higher current. This increases the cost of lines and results in higher power losses. On the 
other hand, the cost of electrical equipment such as circuit breakers and insulation are lower. (EMC, 
elkvalitet och elmiljö, 2007) 

DIFFERENT GRIDS WITHIN THE POWER GRID 

The Swedish power grid is divided into different levels, shown in Figure 30. The Swedish authority 
Svenska Kraftnät, SvK, is the owner of the transmission grid, which reaches all the way from north to 
south of Sweden. The transmission grid splits into smaller grids, which are the region grid, distribution 
grid and power lines feeding private households and smaller industries. The different grids all have 
different voltage levels, where the highest voltage is in the transmission grid and the lowest voltage level 
is near private consumers. (Elteknik)(EMC, elkvalitet och elmiljö, 2007) 
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FIGURE 30: STRUCTURE OF THE POWER GRID. 
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TRANSMISSION GRID 

The transmission grid connects region grids and all large power plants, such as nuclear power plants, 
hydropower and large wind farms, as shown in Figure 30. It generally transports electricity long 
distances, which demands high voltage level. Usually 400 kV is used in order to eliminate power losses. 
Still 220 kV are used in many places in especially northern Sweden. (EMC, elkvalitet och elmiljö, 2007) 

 

REGION GRID 

The region grid divides the electricity within a region. The transportation distance is usually around 100 
km and a voltage level of 130 kV is most commonly used. Voltage levels at 50 kV or 70 kV exists also in 
the region grid. The grid is loop-shaped and connected to the transmission grid in more than one point. 
There is a certain purpose of the shape. In this construction, lines can be disconnected during fault 
without interrupting the power flow, since power is still provided from another part of the grid. Larger 
industries and smaller power plants are connected directly to the region grid, as shown in Figure 30. 
(EMC, elkvalitet och elmiljö, 2007) 

 

DISTRIBUTION GRID 

The distribution grid divides the electricity within a smaller area. Power is transported stretches of about 
10 km at a voltage level of 10 kV - 20 kV. The distribution grid consists of closed loops that are fed from 
two ways. Smaller industries usually receive their power supply from the distribution grid and small wind 
power plants are connected to it, as shown in Figure 30. In population centres ground buried cables are 
used. Since it seldom occur faults in cables, they are only fed from one direction. When private 
households experience faults, it is most likely that the fault has occurred in the distribution grid. 
Requirements for the reliability are not as high regarding the distribution grid, as it is regarding grids of 
higher level. The reason for this is that fewer consumers are affected by faults in distribution grid, 
compared to the region grid or transmission grid. (Elteknik) 
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CONSUMPTION 

Consumption is the last step. The electric power transfers about 1 km before it reaches the households. 
The voltage level for consumers is 400 V but voltage in regular electric sockets is 230 V, since one phase 
is used instead of three. Table 3 shows a summary of different power grids and their most common 
voltage level. Several lines are used in parallel when transferring more power than one line can handle. 
(Elteknik) 

Name of power grid Voltage level [kV] Transferred Power [MW] 

Transmission grid 400 1000 

Region grid (subtransmission grid) 130 100 

Distribution grid 10 10 

Consumption 0.400 0-1 

TABLE 3: A SUMMARY OF SWEDISH POWER GRIDS. 
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POWER LIMITATIONS OF WIND POWER PLANTS 

The wind that drives the rotor blades of a wind power plant, also press the whole plant backwards. If this 
force gets too high, the components of the plant might be overloaded and eventually the wind power 
plant could break down or in a worst-case scenario fall over. A wind power plant has to tolerate heavy 
storms and other types of rough weather. By power regulation, it is possible to limit the power output 
from the wind when the wind velocity is too high. Limitation of the power usually starts when the wind 
velocity is 12-14 m/s and when it is storm at around 25 m/s, the wind power plant turns off to avoid 
overloading. Three methods, to regulate power, are stall control, pitch control and active stall control. 
Figure 31 shows the basic function of pitch control and stall control, where the rotor blade is in sectional, 
surrounded by wind.(Ackermann, 2005) 

 

 

FIGURE 31: PITCH CONTROL AND STALL CONTROL 
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PITCH CONTROL 

When pitch control is used, the blades are turned to or against the wind depending on a large or small 
power output. Figure 32 shows a photo of the pitch construction inside the machinery. Advantages with 
this power regulation are good control over the power output as well as the possibility of an emergency 
shutdown if needed. From an electric perspective, a good output power control means that it is easier to 
regulate it to be close to the nominal power of the generator. Some disadvantages are the more 
complicated construction of the system with pitch gadgets and the possibility of high fluctuations in the 
power output when the wind speed varies fast. If the wind varies fast, the power limitation varies fast 
with this method. (Ackermann, 2005) 

 

FIGURE 32: PHOTO TAKEN INSIDE THE MACHINERY OF A PITCH CONTROLLED WIND POWER PLANT. 

STALL CONTROL 

Stall control is the simplest and most robust method to regulate the power from a wind turbine. The 
blades have a fixed angle and are set into a hub. They are designed to slow the turbine down if the wind 
velocity exceeds a certain value and the aerodynamic force on the blades will then decrease. The rotor 
blades have a profile that creates turbulence on its upper side when the wind blows too strongly. It is not 
possible to manufacture rotor blades that give a stall limitation exactly when nominal power is reached. 
Instead, the stall effect increases gradually from 8-9 m/s up to nominal wind speed. At nominal or higher 
wind speeds, a total power limitation is reached. When a wind power plant has a fixed rotation speed, 
there is no need for adjustment of the rotor blade angle. In this case the rotor speed increase 
proportionally with wind velocity, which results in an optimal angle. This kind of control is fairly slow and 
there will be less power variations compared to pitch control, which is a faster method. There are some 
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disadvantages with stall control e.g. the power production are low at low wind velocities and there are 
variations of the maximum steady-state power due to variations of air density, and temperature. For 
occasions when the wind turbine goes to over-speed and must be stopped, the rotor tips are designed 
with a brake, shown in Figure 33.(Ackermann, 2005) 

 

 

FIGURE 33: WIND TURBINE WITH STALL CONTROL AND WITH RELEASED TIP-BRAKES. 

ACTIVE STALL CONTROL 

With the active stall control, the advantages of both stall control and pitch control is offered. The rated 
power level can be tuned in precisely, due to the pitch-controlled blades, without being affected of the 
difference in air density or wind speed since stall control is also used. Typical for the stall control is 
uncertainties in the rated power level, which also can be avoided because of the pitch-control. Besides 
providing power control, the blade pitch system can also be used to accelerate the blades from idling to 
operational speed and bringing the rotor back to a safe idling situation in case of a grid loss or any other 
functional error, such as aero-braking.(Turbowinds, 1999)  

The different methods are chosen depending on the type of the wind power plant. Pitch control is 
regularly used when the wind power plant is constructed with variable speed. Stall control and active 
stall control are most commonly used with fixed rotor speed.(Ackermann, 2005) 
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ROTOR SPEED OF A WIND POWER PLANT 

There are two possibilities of rotor speed within a wind power plant, fixed and variable speed. The 
simplest and oldest technology is the robust system of wind turbines with fixed rotor speed where the 
maximum power generation is reached at a certain wind speed. Later on, wind turbines with variable 
rotor speed were developed, which introduced a possibility for wind power plants to operate at 
maximum efficiency at different wind speeds.  

 

FIXED ROTOR SPEED 

In the beginning of the 1990s, the standard way to construct wind turbines was with fixed rotor speed. 
This means regardless of the wind velocity, the rotor speed is fixed and determined by power grid 
frequency, gearbox and generator design. Wind turbines with fixed rotor speed are mostly equipped 
with induction generators, directly connected to the power grid, with a soft starter and capacitor bank in 
order to reduce the in-rush current and compensate for the reactive power. (Ackermann, 2005) 

Early models of wind power plants are designed to reach maximum power generation at a certain wind 
speed. To increase power production, generators in some power plants consist of two sets of windings. 
One winding used at low wind speeds, with typically eight poles and one set of windings used at high 
wind speeds, with typically four to six poles. Advantages with a wind turbine with fixed speed are the 
robust, simple and reliable performance. The system is well tested and costs for electrical components 
are low. Disadvantages are the non-controllable consuming of reactive power, mechanical stress and 
limited control of power quality. Due to the fixed rotor speed, all variations in wind velocity is 
transmitted to the mechanical torque and the result is variations of power output to the grid. If the 
power grid is weak this variations may lead to large variations in voltage. (Ackermann, 2005) 
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VARIABLE ROTOR SPEED 

Today variable rotor speed is dominating the market of installed wind turbines. They are designed to 
reach maximum power output over a large interval of wind velocities. With variable rotation speed, it is 
possible to continually adjust the rotor speed ω after wind velocity v. In this way, the tip speed ratio, λ, is 
kept constant at a pre-settled value corresponding the maximum power coefficient. (Ackermann, 2005) 
 
The electrical system of a wind turbine with variable rotation speed is more complicated compared with 
turbines with fixed speed. A typical case is that the wind power plant is equipped with an induction 
generator and is connected to the grid through a power converter. The power converter controls the 
generator speed. Power variations caused by changes in wind speed is primarily absorbed by changes of 
the generators rotation speed and the rotor speed of the wind turbine. (Ackermann, 2005) 
 
Advantages with variable rotation speed are higher efficiency, better power quality and less mechanical 
stress on the wind turbine. Disadvantages are losses due to power electronics, larger equipment and 
more expensive power electronics. (Ackermann, 2005) 
 
Figure 34 shows power output versus wind speed of two types of power plants, one from a wind power 
plant with variable speed and one with fixed speed. The power plant with variable speed is regulated to 
keep rated power output when the wind speed is higher than rated wind speed. The stall controlled fixed 
speed wind turbine cannot be regulated that way, which lead to a decreased power output after passing 
rated wind speed. At 25 m/s the wind power plant is turned off. 
 

 
FIGURE 34: FIXED AND VARIABLE SPEED. 
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ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

Electrical systems in wind power plants can appear in several ways. Components are chosen with aspect 
to generator type in order to achieve an efficient, robust and trustworthy wind power plant. Different 
components are used in different types of wind power plants. The electrical system of a power plant 
with variable rotor speed differs from a power plant with fixed rotor speed.  

COMPONENTS 

A thyristor is an electric component that consists of a semiconducting material. The symbol is same as for 
a diode, but with an extra entrance on the side, called gate. Normal state for a thyristor is off, but a small 
current pulse at the gate electrode triggers it into conducting mode. The component is still conducting 
when the signal is removed. It returns to a blocking state when the current falls below a certain 
minimum or when the current changes direction.  

The thyristor is a suitable switch component in power electronic circuits. It can block high voltage levels 
of several thousand Volts in blocking mode. It also conducts currents of sizes up to thousands Amperes, 
without causing any large voltage drops. The largest advantage with the thyristor is the possibility to 
control the component. It starts to conduct when it is desired. Despite this, the thyristor has a grand 
disadvantage when using it in switch-mode application, it is impossible to turn off. (Mohan, 2003)  

The gate turn off thyristor, GTO, see Figure 35, has more benefits compared to a regular thyristor. It has 
all the advantages of a thyristor and also allows a turn-off, when a signal is added to the gate. 

 

FIGURE 35: SYMBOL OF A GATE TURN OFF THYRISTOR, GTO. 

Two types of transistors are bipolar junction transistor, BJT, and MOSFET. The BJT has low losses when it 
conducts, especially in circuits with high voltages, but it switches slowly. The MOSFET is turned on and 
off faster, but the losses are larger, especially for circuits created for high voltages as a couple of 
hundred Volts or more. Because of their properties, a combination of both types of transistors would 
make it possible to use all the good characteristics simultaneously. Experiments have resulted in 
development of an insulated gate bipolar transistor, IGBT, shown in Figure 36. (Mohan, 2003) 
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FIGURE 36: SYMBOL OF A INSULATED GATE BIPOLAR TRANSISTOR, IGBT. 

The transistor demands a continuous signal on the gate. It conducts as long as there is a voltage on the 
gate, and stops when the voltage disappears. IGBT has higher switching frequency than GTO, which is 
why GTOs gradually is replaced by IGBTs.(Manwell, 2002)  

SOFT STARTER 

The task of a soft starter is to limit the high in-rush current during start-up of the generator. The soft 
starter consists of a setup of thyristors connected in parallel in opposite directions from each other, as 
shown in Figure 37. The soft starter is connected between the generator and the grid. During connection 
of the generator to the grid, the maximum in-rush current should not exceed the generators nominal 
current. Without a soft starter, this current may be up to 6-8 times higher than the rated current. 
(Mohan, 2003) 

 

FIGURE 37: THE SYMBOL OF A 3-PHASE SOFT STARTER. 

The soft starter is limiting an alternating current. During the positive half cycle, the lower thyristor 
conducts and during the negative half cycle the upper thyristor conducts. During steady state the soft 
starter conducts the entire period, since the current is exactly the size matching the grid properties. 
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When a large in-rush current appears, the soft starter limits it by conducting less than a whole period. 
The smooth connection of the generator to the grid, during a predefined number of grid periods, is 
achieved by adjusting the firing angle (α) of the thyristors. The relationship between the firing angle (α) 
and the resulting amplification of the soft-starter is highly nonlinear and is additionally a function of the 
power factor of the connected element. (Ackermann, 2005) (Mohan, 2003) 

CAPACITOR BANK 

Induction generators demand reactive power in order to operate. If the system does not consist of a 
component providing the generator with reactive power, it consumes reactive power from the grid, 
which is not preferable. That is why a capacitor bank is used. Depending on amount of reactive power 
needed, the capacitor can connect or disconnect to the system. The capacitor bank is used in wind 
turbines with fixed speed or limited variable speed as induction generators are used in those systems. 
(Ackermann, 2005)  

FREQUENCY CONVERTER 

If there is a mismatch in frequency between the generator and the grid, a frequency converter is 
installed. Frequency converters consist of rectifier and inverter. Inside the converter the connected 
circuits are a composite of diodes and parallel-connected switches. The switches may be diodes, 
thyristors, GTOs or IGBTs. The first circuit rectifies the incoming alternating current to direct current. In 
the second circuit, the DC-current is converted back to AC with the correct frequency matching the grid. 
(Ackermann, 2005) 

 

FIGURE 38: FREQUENCY CONVERTER. 

Depending on type of the wind power plant, different kinds of frequency converters are used. Generator 
and rectifier must be chosen in combination, while inverters can be chosen independently of the 
generator. Diodes are used specifically to rectify while thyristors and transistors could be used to both 
rectify and invert. (Ackermann, 2005) 
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GTOs and transistors control both active and reactive power, which make them usable to any generator. 
Regular thyristors and diodes control only active power, which is why diode rectifiers or thyristor 
rectifiers can be used together only with a synchronous generator, as it does not require any 
magnetising current.  

Simple thyristors and diodes are preferable since they are cheap, easy to use and have low losses. 
Disadvantages with diodes are; only conducting one way and no possibility to choose time of conducting. 
Because of this, they can only be used with a generator capable of controlling the voltage level, and with 
an inverter controlling the current. (Ackermann, 2005) 

Since the wind speed varies, it is desirable to store energy at high wind speeds in order to compensate 
when the intensity is less. Converters may store energy for a while, to level out the voltage variations 
and to supply the grid with a stable frequency. (Ackermann, 2005) 

GEARBOX 

The gearbox consists of two cogwheels, one large and one small. There is a shaft from the turbine to the 
large cogwheel, called the low-speed shaft. The larger cogwheel runs the smaller one. The generator is 
connected to a smaller cogwheel by the high-speed shaft. The task of the cogwheels is to transform the 
low speed from the turbine to a higher speed suitable for the generator. (Ackermann, 2005) 

The generator demands a rotor speed of about 1500 rpm, varying dependently by the number of poles 
of the generator and the frequency. For this reason, the gearbox is a necessity to increase the velocity. 
The speed is slow and the torque is high at the turbine. Considering the generator, it is the opposite; the 
feeding axis into the generator has high speed and low torque. (Ackermann, 2005) 

Problems often occur with gearboxes if they are incorrectly dimensioned, considering varying wind. 
Gearboxes in wind power plants are large, heavy, complicated and expensive. The best solution is to 
avoid gearboxes in the construction of wind power plants, but this is only possible if a permanent 
magnet induction generator is used. (Ackermann, 2005) 

When dimensioning a gearbox, two main things are important, internal and external dimensioning. 
External dimensioning means the load. The manufacturer dimensions the internal of the gearbox. In 
order to achieve a correct inner dimensioning, characteristic about the external load must be known. 
(Ackermann, 2005) 
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ROTOR BRAKE 

A braking system is necessary in order to:  

1. Keep the rotor in position when it is a standstill 
2. Locking the rotor for service and repair work 
3. Brake the turbine when the wind is too strong and power limitation is not enough 

Most commonly used is a disc brake. The disk brake is dimensioned to securely keep the turbine 
stationary. The dimensions are calculated on the basis of the force of the highest wind speed possible in 
the area. The larger rotor diameter, the larger disc brakes, which may conclude in enormous disks. Disk 
brakes could be installed differently, either at the low-speed shaft or at the high-speed shaft. The most 
common way to install a rotor brake is at the high-speed shaft. The disk diameter will be kept as small as 
possible, since high speed results in low torque. (Ackermann, 2005) 

Disadvantages with a rotor brake on the high-speed shaft: 

1. This is not the safest way to install a rotor brake. If the gearbox or the high-speed shaft breaks, 
the braking function fails. 

2. During a standstill, the rotor must be held by the gears, which leads to an increased wear of the 
teeth of the cog wheels.  

In some of the earlier systems, brakes were installed at the low-speed shaft, which is possible in small 
wind turbines. In larger wind turbines it is more problematic, since the brakes must be extremely large 
compared to if installed at the high-speed shaft. (Ackermann, 2005) 
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GENERATORS IN WIND POWER PLANTS 

A wind power plant can be equipped with any type of generator. It is possible to complement with 
power electronics weather the generator produces alternating current or direct current, in order to 
match the power grid. (Hau, 2006) 

 

 

FIGURE 39: DIFFERENT KINDS OF GENERATORS. 

DC generators have the advantage of being able to operate at varying rotor speeds, but today it is rare to 
use direct current generators for high voltage. Still, small wind turbines connected to DC generators are 
used for charging batteries, but these generators are not appropriate for larger wind turbines. For that 
reason, three phase AC generators are used in wind power plants, similar to generators in conventional 
power plants. Hence, the direct current machine will not be discussed in this chapter. (Hau, 2006)  

The synchronous generator and the asynchronous generator are similar in their mechanical construction. 
There are two main components in the generator. The rotating part is called the rotor and the stator is 
the stationary part, as the names indicate. The rotor contains permanent magnets or windings, which 
generates a magnetic field when a current is flowing through the rotor. When the wind turbine set the 
rotor in motion, a rotating magnetic field arises. When the magnetic field is moving through the 
unmoving windings in the stator, a voltage is induced in these windings. Usually, the generator is 
producing alternating current. Current and voltage is changing direction for every revolution of the rotor. 
The generator speed and number of poles in the generator decide the frequency of the produced 
alternating current. (Hau, 2006) 
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FIGURE 40: INSIDE A NACELLE. PITCH CONTROL HYDRUALIC DYLINDER IN THE MIDDLE, INDUCTION GENERATOR TO 
THE RIGHT. 

INDUCTION GENERATOR 

The induction generator is the most commonly used generator in the wind power industry today. There 
are several advantages with the induction generator such as robustness, simple mechanical construction 
and it is cheap to manufacture. Despite these advantages, the induction generator possesses a major 
disadvantage. The stator must have a reactive excitation current. Since it is not equipped with 
permanent magnets or is separately magnetised, the induction generator must receive its exciting 
current from another source. The reactive power may be supplied by a power electronic system or by 
the power grid.(Ackermann, 2005) 

In the AC excitation case, the created excitation field rotates with the synchronous speed, which is 
determined by the current frequency and the number of poles in the winding. If the rotation speed of 
the rotor is higher than the synchronous speed, an electric field is induced between the rotating stator 
field and the rotor by a relative motion, also called slip. The slip causes a current in the rotor windings. 
The interaction between the stator field and the magnetic field in the rotor creates torque that sets the 
rotor in motion. The rotor of the induction generator can be designed as either a squirrel cage rotor or a 
wound rotor.(Ackermann, 2005) 
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SQUIRREL CAGE INDUCTION GENERATOR, SCIG 

This generator is mechanically simple, efficient and demands low maintenance. The speed of the SCIG 
changes by only a few percent due to the generator slip caused by changes in the wind. Because of this 
small speed change, the generator is appropriate for wind turbines with constant rotor speed. 
(Ackermann, 2005) 

Wind turbines with SCIG are usually equipped with a soft starter and supply for reactive power 
compensation, since reactive power is necessary in order for the SCIG to operate. Wind fluctuations are 
transferred directly to the power grid, since the SCIG has a steep torque speed characteristics. These 
transients are most critical during connection to the grid, since the in-rush current may be of size 7-8 
times higher than the nominal current. This may cause large disturbances in the voltage level, especially 
if the power grid is weak. Because of this, the connection to the grid must take place gradually in order 
to limit the in-rush current. (Ackermann, 2005) 

The SCIG is stable and robust during steady state operation. The slip varies when the load varies. The 
main problem is the low full load power factor. The generator requires magnetising current for the stator 
windings in order to operate which is taken from the power grid. If the power factor is too low, this can 
be compensated by a capacitor bank connected in parallel with the generator. (Ackermann, 2005) 

At high wind speeds, a wind turbine with SCIG can only produce a large amount of active power if a large 
amount of reactive power is available for it. It is not possible to control the quantity of reactive power, 
since it varies with varying circumstances for the wind. If no electrical components are used for supply of 
reactive power, it must be taken directly from the power grid. This may lead to further transmission 
losses that contribute to an unstable power grid. Modern power electronics and capacitor bank can be 
used to reduce the consumption of reactive power from the grid. A major disadvantage of this is the 
occurrence of electrical transients during switching in. (Ackermann, 2005) 

If a fault occurs and no reactive compensation is used for the SCIG, voltage instability may take place in 
the grid. For example, the rotor speed of the wind turbine may increase, due to imbalance between 
electrical and mechanical torque. The SCIG draws a large amount of reactive power from the grid when 
the fault is corrected, which causes voltage decrease. (Ackermann, 2005) 

SCIG can be used both for wind turbines with fixed rotor speed and wind turbines with variable rotor 
speed. (Ackermann, 2005) 

WOUND ROTOR INDUCTION GENERATOR, WRIG 

In the WRIG, the windings can be connected externally by brushes or slip rings. The use of brushes or slip 
rings could also be avoided by using power electronics. When power electronics are used, power can be 
brought to the rotor circuit and the generator can be magnetised from either the rotor circuit or the 
stator circuit. It is then possible to use slip energy and feed into the output of the stator. The 
disadvantages with the WRIG are the price and it is not as robust as the SCIG. (Ackermann, 2005) 
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OPTISLIP INDUCTION GENERATOR, OSIG 

The characteristics of the OSIG include a variable slip. The slip can be chosen optimally, which results in 
less fluctuation in the output power. Compared to more complicated wind turbines systems with 
variable rotor speed, the variable slip is a simple, cost effective and reliable way to achieve load 
reduction. The OSIG is a WRIG with a variable rotor resistance connected to the rotor windings. The slip 
can be varied by changing the total rotor resistance with a converter connected to the rotor shaft. In this 
way, no slip rings or brushes are needed. The stator of the generator is directly connected to the grid. 
(Ackermann, 2005)  

Advantages of this type of generator are a simple system, no required slip rings and improved operating 
speed range compared to the SCIG. The concept can reduce mechanical load and power fluctuations due 
to fast changes in the wind. Still, reactive power must be compensated. The disadvantages with the OSIG 
are: 

1. Typically, the speed range is limited to 0-10% and it depends on the size of the variable rotor 
resistance. 

2. The control of the active and reactive power is poor. 

3. The slip power dissipates in the variable rotor resistance as losses. 

(Ackermann, 2005) 

DOUBLY FED INDUCTION GENERATOR, DFIG 

A doubly fed induction generator consists of a WRIG with stator winding directly connected to the power 
grid and the rotor windings connected to a bidirectional back-to-back IGBT voltage source converter. 
(Ackermann, 2005) 

The reason why it is called doubly fed is because the stator voltage is taken from the grid and the rotor 
voltage is induced by the power converter. This system introduces the possibility of a variable speed 
function over broad range. The difference between the mechanical and electrical frequency is 
compensated by the converter. Weather the generator is operating under steady state or during a fault, 
it is controlled by the converter. (Ackermann, 2005)  

The power converter consists of converters, one rotor side converter and one grid side converter. Both 
converters are controlled independently of each other. The main idea is that the rotor side converter 
controls the active and reactive power, by controlling the rotor current components. The DC-link voltage 
is controlled by the line-side converter. The line-side converter also ensures a converter operation at 
unity power factor. (Ackermann, 2005) 

The DFIG has several advantages. It provides the possibility to control the reactive power. By 
independently controlling the rotor magnetising current, active and reactive power can be decoupled. It 
is not necessary for the DFIG to be magnetised from the power grid, since it also can be magnetised from 
the rotor circuit. The generator is also capable to produce reactive power that can be fed into the stator 
by the grid-side converter. This is not the most common case however. Usually the grid-side converter is 
not involved in the reactive power exchange between the turbine and the grid. (Ackermann, 2005) 
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In the case of a weak grid, where the voltage level may vary, the DFIG can produce or absorb an 
appropriate amount of reactive power, in the purpose of voltage control. (Ackermann, 2005) 

The size of the generator is not related to the total amount of power from the generator. The total 
amount of power is associated with selected speed range and hence to the slip power. With increasing 
speed range, the costs of the converters will also increase. The speed range selection is based on an 
economical optimization of investments costs and increased cost efficiency. One disadvantage of the 
DFIG is the requirement of slip rings.(Ackermann, 2005)  

SYNCHRONOUS GENERATOR 

The synchronous generator is more expensive and complicated than the induction generator. Despite 
this, it possesses a large advantage compared to the induction generator; it requires no reactive 
excitation current. (Ackermann, 2005)  

The magnetic field in the synchronous generator can be created by permanent magnets or by regular 
field windings. With an appropriate number of poles (a multipole WRSG or multipole PMSG) the 
generator can be used without gearbox. (Ackermann, 2005)  

Since the synchronous generator is connected to the power grid through a power electronic converter, it 
is best suited for full power control.(Ackermann, 2005) 

The converter has two main tasks: 

1. Operate as an energy buffer for variations in power, which may arise by wind gusts and also 
for transients occurring on the grid side. 

2. Be in control of the excitation in order to stay synchronous with the frequency of the power 
grid. 

Two types are appropriate for use in wind turbines with variable rotor speed, wound rotor synchronous 
generator and permanent magnet synchronous generator. (Ackermann, 2005) 

WOUND ROTOR SYNCHRONOUS GENERATOR, WRSG 

The WRSG is widely used in the electric power industry. The stator windings are directly connected to 
the grid, which results in a rotation well suited to the grid frequency. The rotor windings gets magnetised 
through slip rings and brushes with direct current or by a brushless exciter with a rotating rectifier. 
Unlike the induction generator, the synchronous generator does not need any extra system for reactive 
power compensation. A DC flows through the rotor windings, which creates the magnetic field. The 
magnetic field rotates with synchronous speed. The synchronous speed is determined by the number of 
poles in the rotor and the frequency of the rotating field. (Ackermann, 2005)  
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PERMANENT MAGNET SYNCHRONOUS GENERATOR, PMSG 

Permanent magnet synchronous generators are an appropriate generator choice for a wind turbine. 
Since they can self magnetise, they can operate at high efficiency and power factor. The efficiency is 
higher in a permanent magnet machine compared to an induction machine, since excitation takes place 
without any supply of energy. Still, the materials used in the PM machines are more expensive and more 
difficult to handle during the manufacturing process. When PM machines are used, a full-scale power 
converter also must be used in order to adapt voltage and frequency to the power grid, which is an 
added cost. (Ackermann, 2005)  

One large advantage is produced power at any speed. The stator of the PMSG is wound, and the rotor is 
provided with a permanent magnet pole system and may have salient poles or may be cylindrical. Salient 
poles are more common in the use of slow-speed machines, which is the most appropriate variant for a 
wind power plant. (Ackermann, 2005) 
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SUMMARY OF ELECTRIC SYSTEMS 

The electrical system is designed to fit a wind power plant with fixed rotor speed or variable rotor speed. 
Below is a summary of the most common systems. 

FIXED SPEED 

Figure 41 shows a construction of a wind power plant with fixed speed and a SCIG. Different power 
limitations can be used. Stall control and active stall control are more commonly used than pitch control. 
A soft starter and a capacitor bank are used to decrease disturbances on the grid. The generator 
demands reactive power, which is supplied by the capacitor bank. The soft starter prevents the in-rush 
current from increasing largely, which usually occurs before the rotor speed of the generator has 
reached a sufficient level. (Ackermann, 2005) 

 

 

FIGURE 41: FIXED SPEED.  
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LIMITED VARIABLE SPEED 

Figure 42 represents a wind turbine with limited variable speed and variable rotor resistance. The 
induction generator is connected directly to the grid. Because of the variable rotor resistance, the speed 
can vary to a certain point. A capacitor bank manages the reactive power compensation and the 
connection to the grid is smooth, since a soft starter is used. The rotor resistance controls the slip of the 
generator, which makes it possible controlling the power output. (Ackermann, 2005)  

 

 

FIGURE 42: LIMITED VARIABLE SPEED. 
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VARIABLE SPEED WITH PARTIAL SCALE FREQUENCY CONVERTER 

The configuration in Figure 43 is known as the DFIG concept. It has variable rotor speed, which increases 
the efficiency and allows the turbine to operate during optimal circumstances. Since variable speed is 
used, a frequency converter is needed. A result of this is a no longer need for a soft starter or capacitor 
bank in the system. (Ackermann, 2005) 

 

 

FIGURE 43: VARIABLE SPEED WITH PARTIAL SCALE FREQUENCY CONVERTER. 
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VARIABLE SPEED WITH FULL-SCALE FREQUENCY CONVERTER 

In the wind turbine system in Figure 44, induction- synchronous- or a permanent magnet generator can 
be used. The system has variable rotor speed and a full-scale frequency converter taking care of reactive 
power, resulting in a smooth grid connection. Because of this, neither capacitor bank nor soft starter is 
required. A gearbox is not necessary if a permanent magnet synchronous generator is used. (Ackermann, 
2005) 

 

FIGURE 44: VARIABLE SPEED WITH FULL-SCALE FREQUENCY CONVERTER. 
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CONNECTION OF A WIND POWER PLANT TO THE POWER GRID 

Connection of a wind power plant to the power grid must be done accurate to prevent changes in 
frequency and voltage level. In order to maintain stability after the connection, the power plant must be 
supervised at operation. Faults may then be detected before the power quality is affected negatively. A 
consumer experiences poor power quality as flashing light bulbs or other disturbances in sensitive home 
electronics. Apparatus are designed to operate at a specified voltage level and it is important to keep the 
voltage as close to this pre defined value as possible in order to prevent damage of the equipment. A 
voltage collapse may be the result of large disturbances in the power grid, which could cause black out in 
exposed areas. The modern society is extremely dependent of a well functional power system and lack of 
electricity is not tolerated. Different kinds of fault may occur in the power system and it is important to 
know how to prevent and correct them. 

 

FACTORS AFFECTING FREQUENCY AND VOLTAGE IN A POWER SYSTEM 

There are several factors affecting the balance in the power system during start up, operation and 
shutdown of the wind power plant. When the power flow is changed, frequency and voltage will be 
changed as well. This affects the power system negatively since unbalance occurs. 

START UP 

When a wind power plant is starting up, the power production changes. This leads to a voltage change at 
the connection between the power plant and the grid. Due to this change, voltage flicker is created, 
which affects the power quality negatively.  In the case of a induction generator, reactive magnetising 
current is required in order for the generator to operate. Before the capacitor bank starts to operate, the 
reactive power is consumed from the grid, which causes a voltage drop. The capacitor bank starts to 
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operate after a few seconds and the voltage level is again restored. Another factor causing a voltage 
change is generation active power. This also leads to an increased voltage. (Ackermann, 2005) 

A wind power plant with variable rotor speed starts the power production smoother than a power plant 
with fixed speed. The output power is regulated with pitch control, in the variable speed case, which is 
smoother than stall control that is used in fixed speed wind turbines. (Ackermann, 2005) 

DURING OPERATION 

When the system is operating at steady state, the power production and power consumption is equal, 
which results in constant frequency and voltage. This is an optimal situation being rather rare. The 
consumption and the production are seldom exactly the same, and when a deviation occurs, frequency 
and voltage are affected. When the load is changed, i.e. when consumed power is changed, the electric 
torque on the generator will not remain the same. This will cause a mismatch between the electric 
torque and the mechanical torque and the generator speed has to adapt to this. (Kundur, 1994) 

TWO CASES OF IMBALANCE 

There are two possible scenarios when a mismatch between the consumed and produced power occur. 
If consumed power increases while produced power is constant, the generator will no longer operate in 
steady state. During this course of events, the electric torque at the generator will start to increase, 
while the rotor speed decreases. Figure 45 shows the relation between mechanical torque and electrical 
torque. 

 

 

FIGURE 45: RELATION BETWEEN MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL TORQUE.  

Telectrical equals Tmechanical when the generator is operating in steady state. Telectrical increases when 
consumed power increases, and this will result in a negative value of Taccelerating, and the rotor speed will 
start to decrease since Taccelerating is proportional to the rotor speed deviation. A decreasing rotor speed 
will lead to a decreased frequency on the grid. Since the frequency level should be held close to constant 
at the power grid, frequency deviation is not wanted. To restore the level, there are control systems. In 
the other case, a surplus in produced power, compared to the amount of consumed power, will cause a 
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decrease of the electric torque and the rotor speed will hence increase. This results in an increase of the 
grid frequency. Power regulation or shutting turbines can handle this type of instability. This will lead to 
a smaller amount of produced power and a decrease in frequency.(Kundur, 1994) 

SHUTTING DOWN 

If the wind speed is too low (3-4 m/s), the power plant will be shut down because of the negative power 
flow. On the other hand, if the wind speed is too high (>25m/s), the plant will be shut down due to high 
mechanical strain on the turbine. During shut down, the impacts on the grid is larger, since the turbine 
produces rated power at high wind speeds.  When the turbine suddenly is shut down and the power 
decreases from rated power to zero in a moment, the voltage at the connection point will decrease. 
(Ackermann, 2005) 

When a fixed speed turbine is shut down, the active power is reversed in order to make sure that the 
turbine stops. This happens in an instant. Shut down of variable speed turbine is smoother, compared to 
a shutting down a fixed speed wind turbine. The produced power decreases in matter of seconds to 
make sure the turbine stops. (Ackermann, 2005) 

POWER QUALITY 

The aim in a power system is to keep the power quality as good as possible in order to maintain a strong 
system durable to disturbances and stress. Perfect power quality is defined by a system with sinusoidal 
continuous voltage with constant amplitude and frequency. It relies on the interaction between power 
production and power consumption. If the production level is equal to the demand level, high power 
quality is achieved. Another influence on the power quality is the voltage stability. Voltage stability refers 
to how well a power system can maintain a steady voltage at all buses, after a disturbance has occurred. 
(Larsson, 2000) 

When buses are exposed to a radical change of voltage, voltage instability occurs. This could lead to 
tripped transmission lines if the voltage is exposed to a large increase. If the voltage level is progressively 
lowered, load losses may occur. When the voltage is stable, the variations in voltage are small or non-
existent. Voltage variations can be subdivided into slow voltage variations, voltage dips, flicker, 
transients and harmonic voltage distortions. (Larsson, 2000) (Martins, 2006) 

Slow voltage variations are defined as changes in the RMS value of the voltage during a time span of a 
couple of minutes or more. Variations in the power grid depend on variations of loads or generation 
units. Wind power plants have a tendency to vary the power production. These variations depend on 
wind conditions or other circumstances, such as switching the power plant on or off during high wind 
speeds, which causes changes in the power output. (Larsson, 2000) 

Voltage dips arise when there is a reduction of voltage supply during a period of a cycle up to a couple of 
seconds. They occur due to e.g. short circuits and fast re-closings of circuit breakers. If a wind power 
plant is optimally equipped with soft starters, the wind turbine will not cause voltage dips. (Larsson, 
2000) 
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Flicker is a more common word for short-term dynamic voltage variations in the power quality. In wind 
power plants, flicker arises in two modes. When the turbine is operating at steady state, flicker is caused 
by fluctuations in power due to wind conditions variations or mechanical characteristics. The tower 
shadow effect is also a possible source for flicker. During switching operations, such as start, stop or 
switching between generators, flicker may also arise. (Larsson, 2000) (Petru, 2003) 

Voltage harmonics are always apparent in the grid. These are components with a certain frequency. The 
frequencies are multiples of the supply frequency, i.e. 100 Hz, 150 Hz, 200 Hz etc. in the Swedish power 
grid. Power electronic loads, non-linear loads, rectifiers and inverters in motor systems are all possible 
sources of voltage harmonics. When equipment is exposed to large voltage harmonics, outcomes may be 
equipment overheating, tripping of sensitive loads and interference with communication circuits. During 
connection of a capacitor bank to the grid, an oscillating circuit is created with the grid inductance. Since 
harmonics are always present in the system, a single harmonic will be amplified by the oscillating circuit. 
The harmonic distortion can be quantified by different methods. The most common method is total 
harmonic distortion, THD. (Larsson, 2000) 

Transients arise primarily when wind turbines with fixed speed are started or stopped. During a 
connection of the wind power plant to the grid, the first step is to start the generator. The next step is to 
connect the generator to the grid. A soft starter is used in order to avoid a large in-rush current. When 
the generator and soft starter is connected, the capacitor bank is switched. During this happening, a 
large current peak occurs, since the capacitor bank is connected without any soft switching devices. It is 
not unusual that the transient voltage reaches values of the double of the rated current of the wind 
turbine. The voltage in the low-voltage area will be influenced by this transient, and may affect sensitive 
equipment. (Larsson, 2000)  

Power quality also involves frequency stability. Normally, the frequency level in larger power systems is 
very stable. When an increased amount of wind power plants are connected to the grid, the fluctuating 
outputs may cause instability in frequency. For the occurrence of instability due to wind power, a large 
amount of wind turbines is demanded, and Swedish power production is far from that level today. 
(Larsson, 2000) 



65 

 

UNBALANCE IN THE POWER SYSTEM 

When the balance in a power system is disturbed, it is important to quickly correct the fault or 
disconnect the exposed line fast in order to avoid a possible voltage collapse. In order to maintain good 
power quality and a balanced system power production, voltage and frequency must be as close to 
constant as possible, which can be achieved in several ways. (Ackermann, 2005) 

ACTIVE POWER CONTROL 

If there are changes in power supply or consumption, a temporary imbalance may occur. This could 
affect the operation of the wind power plant and/or disturb the consumers. To avoid unbalanced 
conditions, the amount of power demanded can be predicted. Thereby it is possible to control the power 
output of the plant. By controlling the active power flow and making sure of a stable frequency, 
overloading of the transmission lines can be avoided. This can be done without affecting the power 
quality. (Ackermann, 2005) 

FREQUENCY CONTROL 

Usually, the frequency in a power system does not differ more than ±0.1 Hz. In Europe the frequency is 
50 Hz and it is very seldom out of the range of 49-50.3 Hz. The value of frequency indicates the balance 
between produced and consumed power. When unbalance occurs, it is out of desired range. A power 
system has several control systems in order to return the frequency back to its nominal value. Depending 
on the magnitude of the frequency change, different control systems can be used. (Ackermann, 2005) 

If the consumption is larger than the production, the rotational speed of the generators decreases. 
Consequently, this will lead to a decreased frequency in the system. There are units in a power system, 
which consists of frequency-sensitive equipment. Such units are called primary control units. The primary 
control units also called fast reserve, increases their generation until the system remains balanced and 
the frequency is again stabilized. The control is performed within a time span of 1-30 seconds. 
(Ackermann, 2005) 

The secondary control, called long-term reserve, is installed within a time span of 10-15 minutes, in order 
to restore the frequency to its nominal value and release used primary reserves. This means that the 
secondary control will lead to a slower increase or decrease of generation. The secondary control usually 
consists of hydro storage plants, rapidly starting gas- turbine power plants and load shedding. The 
secondary control is an important part of the power system. The size of the reserve corresponds to the 
largest amount of power possible to disconnect. (Ackermann, 2005) 

In case of high frequency in the system, power regulation is used in order to restore the correct 
frequency value. In wind power plants, regulation such as pitching, could be used. Another possibility is 
to shut wind power plants down. It is more difficult to handle low frequency problems compared to high 
frequency problems. Because of this, power production at normal frequency is kept lower than capacity, 
in order to have the possibility to provide secondary control when the frequency is too low.  
(Ackermann, 2005) 
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VOLTAGE CONTROL 

It is desirable to keep the voltage at the connection point between grid and power plant as close to the 
nominal voltage of the grid as possible. The equipment used by customers is designed to operate at a 
certain voltage level. If this voltage exceeds, the equipment could be damaged. The voltage can be 
controlled by controlling the amount of produced reactive power. Reactive power compensation is 
defined in terms of power factor range. The power factor should be close to 1, in the point where the 
power plant is connected to the grid. A power factor equal to 1 result in an active power as large as 
possible and a reactive power as small as possible. (Ackermann, 2005) 

CONNECTION OF LARGE PRODUCTION UNITS TO THE POWER GRID 

In order to maintain good power quality, all production units connected to different voltage levels in the 
grid must reach certain requirements and standards to not affect the quality with disturbances.  Some 
properties must be taken into consideration during connection of production units to the power grid. 
Size of the production unit is an important matter. The size determines at which voltage level in the 
power grid the connection is done. Small individual wind power plants are often connected to the 
distribution grid, which is not very common any more. Today, wind power plants could be 2 MW or 
larger and are often linked together with other plants in a farm before the grid connection is performed. 
The connection in this case is done at higher voltage levels than the distribution grid. Svenska Kraftnät 
has requirements being fulfilled during connection of a production unit, in order to keep a good power 
quality.  

 

FIGURE 46: WIND POWER PLANTS PLACED IN A ROW.  

When planning a large wind farm, the placement of the wind power plants is of importance, as the 
variations in production depend on it. If the shape of the wind farm is a long row, as in Figure 46, 
changes in wind conditions hit all the wind power plants at the same time. This results in an immediate 
change in output power from the farm. If the wind power plants instead are placed as a matrix, as in 
Figure 47, the changes in wind does not affect all the plants at the same time. By this, it is easier to 
regulate in order to keep a good quality on the power. 
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FIGURE 47: WIND FARM WITH PLANTS PLACED IN A MATRIX. 

It is also important that the plants do not to start and stop at the exact same time, since these events 
create some kind of disturbances. A plant is pre-set to stop at a certain wind speed in order not to 
outwear the construction prematurely. One solution is to set the plants to start and stop at different 
wind speeds. Usually wind power plants are started at about 3 m/s and stopped at 20-25 m/s. When 
carrying out service, the plants should also be set not to start operating again at the same time, 
especially since service can be done at any wind speed. A production unit of many wind power plants 
may create large disturbances if unlucky, but with good planning, it should not be a problem to reach the 
demands and standards of Svenska Kraftnät, to keep a good power quality.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

Wind power energy is a renewable and environmental friendly energy source. No pollutions of carbon 
dioxide, CO2, or other greenhouse gases are discharged. The environment is affected by different factors 
in one way or another by wind power plants and many studies have been done to investigate the 
environmental influence. With knowledge about the environment and how it is affected, it is possible to 
limit the bad environmental impacts. There are three important phases of where environmental impacts 
are involved, construction-, operation- and termination phase. (Vindkraft och miljö, 2008) 

 

CONSTRUCTION 

When installation and building of a wind power plant is about to begin, the surroundings are undergoing 
a change for plants and animals. Many of the effects that occur are indirect affections. Wind power 
plants located at land or sea affects its surroundings differently and both types will be discussed. 
(Vindkraft och miljö, 2008) 

The transportation of a wind power plant, before it is placed at its location, is included in the 
environmental impact, because of the CO2 discharge from the trucks. When the foundation is drilled into 
the ground the sound level is raised above normal range, which is seen as an environmental impact. Both 
of these impacts are non-lasting and will disappear when the wind power plant is in operation. (Vindkraft 
och miljö, 2008) 

When power plants are constructed off shore, the transport and the establishment of foundations are 
included into the environmental impacts. Especially with the usage of the foundation monopole, the 
sound level is extra high, since a pipe drilled into the ground constitutes this foundation. The sound 
levels, when establishing wind power plants, could disturb the surroundings at sea. The ground is 
affected when establishing the foundations to ground and digging down cables. Spill from sediment, is 
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another impact that could cause muddy water and get spread over fish, plants and sea bed. This might 
result in some plants not getting enough light and have problems surviving. The kind of sea bed and 
streams in the water will affect the result as well. (Vindkraft och miljö, 2008) 

IN OPERATION 

When a wind power plant is in operation state, both animals and plants and even humans are 
concerned. Many studies about these impacts have been done, and how they possibly could be 
eliminated. There is no pollution of CO2 or other greenhouse gases from a wind power plant in operation. 
(Vindkraft och miljö, 2008) 

There are many opinions about the landscape scenery, weather a wind power plant changes it or not. In 
Figure 48, an example is shown of the appearance of several wind power plants at the coast on Gotland. 
In order to get an idea of how it will look in advance, a computer software can be used to visualize the 
picture, before a decision is made about constructing new wind power plants or not. At sea, problems 
with the scenery are less, compared to land, as long as they are not placed too close to the coastline. 
(Vindkraft och miljö, 2008) 

 

FIGURE 48: LANDSCAPE SCENERY OF NÄSUDDEN, SWEDEN. 

Many studies have been carried out in order to investigate how birds are affected by wind power plants. 
These studies have shown that bird’s affection is not worth mentioning. Birds notice the plants early 
enough to avoid them. (Fåglar och vindkraftverk, 2008) 

Studies about bats have been done in order to see how they are affected by wind power. Many insects, 
which are food for the bats, gather around the machinery. This result is bats flying into the rotor blades. 
(Fladdermöss, 2008) 
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Problems with creation of ice on the power plants are not common. When problems of this type appear, 
it is mostly in cold mountain areas where ice can be found on the rotor blades.  

Studies of wind power plants offshore, do not show negative affections of fish when wind power plants 
in the neighbourhood are in operation. In fact, a positive effect is noticed. The tower may function as a 
artificial reef with mussels and alga growing on it. This is good for the surrounding animal life, since fish 
are often found around reef as well. (Fiskar, 2008) 

Noise arises from the machine house and rotor blades in motion. There are rules about the sound level 
from wind power plants. In Sweden, every wind power plant undergoes an individual test at the Court of 
environmental issues. When placing a wind power plant close to a residential area; sound from the plant 
may not exceed 40 dB. When placing it close to a cottage this limit is 35 dB.  

 

At offshore wind power plants, sounds and vibrations during operation are investigated. The sounds are 
low frequent and propagates in water, but does not affect the animal life noticeable, as a study from 
“Bottniska viken” shows. (Båmstedt, 2009) 

There have also been studies of how the human is affected by noise. They indicate that noise is 
experienced more annoying in the countryside than in densely populated areas. This could depend on 
that cities already have a higher sound level than the countryside, and therefore people do not react 
when another sound is added. It has also shown that people able to see the windmills experienced the 
noise from them to be more disturbing than those who could not see them. (Vindkraftens miljöpåverkan, 
2008)  

Simple studies of cables in the sea have not shown any injuries of the animals, but it seems take longer 
time for the animals to pass them. The animals appear to be affected by the magnetism surrounding the 
cables, in both cases of AC or DC. More studies are needed to investigate disturbances from cables. 
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TERMINATION OF A WIND POWER PLANT 

At termination there is about the same environmental impact as in construction, transports and sounds 
caused by the demolishment of it. Material possible to recycled is used, and the ground will be 
reconstructed after a termination. (Vindkraft och miljö, 2008) 

Before establishing a wind power plant the location is carefully investigated with consideration to 
unusual animals or flora, as well as possible environmental impacts occurring because of the wind 
turbine. The time of the year is also important, i.e. it is not a good idea to put up a wind power plant 
during breeding season for birds or when the fish play. 
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